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war purely in order to re-establish the papal supre-
macy or the Latin Mass in England. The real
point at issue was not whether the English Church
and people should be compelled to acknowledge
once more the authority of the Pope, but whether
England should be allowed to have a share in the
riches of the New World, whether she should be
allowed to become a great power, and more, whether
she should be allowed to retain her independence.
The Armada threatened the religion of England ;
it did much more, it threatened her whole future
prosperity and menaced her very existence. It was
this which the English Catholics realised ; it was
this which caused them to rally round a queen who
persecuted them, to die for a religion which they
hated, to place their country before all else, and to
display a patriotism which has rarely been equalled
and never excelled in the history of the world.

Philip had begun to prepare for the invasion ot
England even before Mary's death. Ever since
Drake had ravaged the coast of Peru and Elizabeth
had refused to punish him, the Spanish king had been
convinced that the only security for his American
possessions lay in the subjection of the country
whence the daring robbers came. And, moreover, the
conquest of the revolting Dutch appeared to be
hopeless as long as they received substantial help
from the English government and front) English
merchants, whenever they were reduced to extre-
mities. As soon, therefore, as the union of Spain
and Portugal had been effected, all the harbours of
the Peninsula, of Naples, and of Sicily were filled